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The White House is asking Congress to expand funding to fight the mosquito-borne Zika virus by approving more than $1

billion to fight the spread of the mosquito-borne virus. White House officials announced Monday that the White House
requested to increase funding for the Government's efforts to combat the Zika virus. The request included increasing funding
for the CDC, the National Institutes of Health, and other agencies by $1.1 billion for the Department of Health and Human
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Services and an additional $1.8 billion for the Department of Defense. “Congress should appropriate additional resources to
address the growing threat posed by the Zika virus,” officials wrote in the request, which is outlined in a budget outline released

Monday. Congress will need to approve a bill before the administration can use the funds to fight the virus. Zika is primarily
spread by mosquitos, and has been linked to brain-development problems in newborns who have been infected. The virus has

also been linked to an outbreak of the mosquito-borne virus dengue in Florida. The CDC has approved a $1.1 billion Zika
response plan that includes work to prepare for an outbreak, and the president requested a second $1.8 billion for the

Department of Defense for Zika-related research and development, said Anne Schuchat, the CDC's acting director. The U.S.
has already spent $1.8 million to fight Zika since last month when the virus was declared a public health emergency. The CDC
began monitoring the virus in February. "This is a fast-moving situation and an evolving threat, and we must remain ready to

respond to a range of possible scenarios," said Schuchat in a statement. The White House also asked Congress to delay
individual plans to buy health insurance that could be affected by the cost 82157476af
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