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an exhaustive internal investigation, the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration said last week

that it had no information to support a
recent report that it found traces of an

artificial sweetener in school lunches. The
agency’s findings, published in advance of a
routine inspection of cafeteria operations at
1,200 schools, are the latest disclosure in an

acrimonious battle between the food
industry, its critics and the nation’s
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schoolchildren. While the use of aspartame
in school lunches was not a major concern
for many years, use began growing in the

1990s because it was considered safe. Over
the past two decades, however, thousands

of formal complaints of reactions to
aspartame have been filed with the agency,
and last month an Arizona mother reported
that her 9-year-old daughter was sickened

after
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